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another, like chips carried down a swollen
stream; but the most powerful currents were
'below the surface, and the whole movement
was hard to trace. He had borrowed from
Hegel a way of conceiving systems of philo-
sophy, and also the elements of his own
thought, which did not tend to clarify them.
He did not think of correcting what inco-
herence there might remain in any view,
and then holding it in reserve, as one of the
possibilities, until facts should enable us to
decide whether it was true or not. In-
stead he clung to the incoherence as if it
had been the heart of the position, in order
to be driven by it to some other position
altogether, so that while every view seemed
to be considered, criticised, and in a measure
retained (since the argument continued on
the same lines, however ill-chosen they might
have been originally), yet justice was never
done to it; it was never clarified, made
consistent with itself, and then accepted
or rejected in view of the evidence. Hence
a vicious and perplexing suggestion that
philosophies are bred out of philosophies,
not out of men in the presence of things.
Hence too a sophistical effort to find every-